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If you have erosion problems or water quality issues on your farm, you may be eligible to receive cost share
assistance through the NC Agriculture Cost Share Program or the Environmental Quality Incentives Program.
Eligible participants may receive up to 50-75% cost assistance on practices such as riparian buffer restoration,
excluding livestock from streams or ponds, installing alternative watering systems for livestock, heavy use area
protection, converting cropland to grass or trees, and long term no-till planting to name a few. Funding for these
practices are allocated to our office once a year, so start planning now if you have a need for approved best
management practices on your farm. If you are interested in applying for either of these programs, please call our
office at 336-593-2490 for an application and program information. Approval of applicants are based on highest
need of water quality improvement. Contracts must receive final approval before practices are installed. ♦

FUNDING NOW AVAILABLE TO INSTALL BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

“Visit our website at www.stokesswcd.org to view our 2018-2019 Annual Report” ♦

TOM SMITH RETIRES FROM Stokes Soil & Water Conservation District 

On July 19, 2019, Tom Smith retired from the Stokes Soil & Water Conservation
District (SWCD) with 30 years of dedicated service as the District Soil/Watershed
Conservationist. Tom began work in 1989 at the time the 1985 Farm Bill was in effect
encouraging farmers to install conservation practices on highly erodible land. This
allowed Tom to spend most days in the field laying out strip-cropping for tobacco
producers as well as designing grass waterways and field borders. Later he began
administering the NC Agriculture Cost Share Program further meeting the
conservation needs of local landowners. Over the years Tom has also served as the
Contracting Officer for Watershed Maintenance and Advisor to the Voluntary
Agricultural District Board since its organization in 2003. Tom has been a pleasure to
work with and he will be missed. Congratulations on your retirement Tom…we all
wish you the best! ♦

The Stokes Soil & Water Conservation District would like to introduce our newest staff
member, Daniel Ferguson. Daniel is the new District Soil/Watershed Conservationist
replacing Tom Smith after his recent retirement. Although Daniel is new in his position he is
not new to the area; he was raised in Rockingham County then later moved to northern
Stokes County. Daniel actively farms himself raising beef cows in the Sandy Ridge and Stuart,
VA areas. He graduated from Western Carolina University and Haywood Technical College
where he earned a Bachelors Degree in Natural Resources Management and an Associates
Degree in Forest Management Technology. Daniel has hit the ground running and is excited
to join the team. Please join us in welcoming him.♦

WELCOME DANIEL FERGUSON – NEW DISTRICT SOIL/WATERSHED CONSERVATIONIST

http://www.stokesswcd.org/
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2019 CONSERVATION EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

LOCAL STUDENT ATTENDS CONSERVATION WORKSHOP AT NCSU

CLASSROOM GRANTS AVAILABLE 

Ashley Johnson, a Biology, Physiology, & Anatomy teacher from South Stokes High School, was
recognized as the 2019 Conservation Educator of the Year by the Stokes SWCD at our banquet
on May 21. Ms. Johnson is a conservation-minded teacher who has taken measures to
incorporate projects that supplement and enrich the required science standards to keep
students interested and involved. Students in her class participate in experiments and activities
involving STEM research and development, DNA & genetics testing, immunological
development, and water quality research to name a few. Ms. Johnson’s commitment and
innovation is making a difference and shows how extremely dedicated she is to her students
and their success. So congratulations Ms. Johnson and thank you for all your hard work! ♦

The NC Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts Auxiliary is offering classroom grants to eligible applicants
to provide funding to classroom teachers for projects that enhance learning using conservation and environmental
practices. Grants of up to $500 are awarded each year in January. Contact the Stokes Soil & Water office or go to
http://www.ncagr.gov/SWC/educational/documents/AUXILIARY.pdf to obtain an application form, instructions, and
mailing information. The application is due by December 1st. ♦

On June 23-28 the NC Association of Soil Conservation Districts sponsored the annual
Resource Conservation Workshop held at NC State University in Raleigh. Soil & Water
Districts across the state were asked to select one high school student from their county to
attend. The Stokes SWCD chose Jesse Ellis, a Stokes Early College student, as our 2019
student delegate due to his outstanding appreciation and expressed interest in natural
resource conservation.

At the workshop Jesse learned about soil characteristics, soil conservation, nonagricultural
uses for soils, wildlife, fisheries management, forest management, air quality, water quality,
and watershed management. Pictured to the left is Jesse at the workshop. ♦

2019 CONSERVATION FARM FAMILY OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to Carlton & Kay Jones for being selected as our 2019 Conservation
Farm Family of the Year. The Jones’ were chosen for this award due to the sound
conservation measures implemented on their family farm located in the Quaker
Gap community. Carlton & Kay purchased this farm in 1987 and over the years
have raised over 50 acres of flue-cured and burley tobacco, 25 acres of no-till corn,
60 acres of pastureland with over 20 head of cattle, 30 acres of soybeans, 50 acres
of hayland, and 20 acres of wheat. The Jones’ believe in the benefit of conservation
practices to protect water quality and prevent erosion which has led them to
install best management practices such as field borders, grass waterways, strip-
cropping, and critical area seeding. And when they transitioned from tobacco

production they converted over 35 acres to fescue in order to keep the land protected and prevent erosion. Other
conservation practices installed to protect water quality include over 1,200ft of livestock exclusion fencing, a
livestock watering facility, and heavy use area. The Jones farm has also been enrolled in the Voluntary Agricultural
District Program since 2004. Carlton & Kay were honored at the Stokes SWCD banquet on May 21 with a
prestigious plaque for their outstanding devotion to conservation and the preservation of our natural resources. ♦

http://www.ncagr.gov/SWC/educational/documents/AUXILIARY.pdf

