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Mark your calendars – The 2019 FARMER APPRECIATION EVENT will be held at South Stokes High School on Thursday,
April 4 from 6-9 PM; FREE FOOD (BBQ or Chicken and all the fixins’), ENTERTAINMENT, RAFFLE & DOOR PRIZES. Please
call 336-593-8179 or 336-593-2846 ext. 3 by March 22 if you plan to attend…we need a count for food preparation. ♦

FARMER APPRECIATION EVENT–THURSDAY, APRIL 4 at SOUTH STOKES HIGH SCHOOL

NC HURRICANE RELIEF FUND 2019 – PASTURE RENOVATION INITIATIVE
[Raleigh, NC] The North Carolina Farm Bureau has established the "Hurricane Relief Fund" to support our state's
farmers and rural neighbors as recovery efforts in your communities continue. These funds are supporting multiple
initiatives. To learn more or make a donation visit www.ncfb.org/Florence-Relief-Fund/

Pasture Renovation Seed Initiative - To replenish lost forage and to keep productive soils in the fields, the Hurricane
Relief Fund is offering summer perennials or summer annuals for pasture renovation to eligible producers at no cost as
supplies last. Producers with pastures impacted by Hurricane Florence and Tropical Storm Michael in the counties
identified below are eligible to request up to $500 in seed for new applicants. Producers who participated in the 2018
winter seed program may request up to $250 in seed, provided there are funds remaining after seed is awarded to new
applicants. The total amount of seed that may be provided to a producer will be based on the number acres impacted,
as indicated by the survey applicant. Seed will be available for pick up at a designated seed distributor at a designated
time. Producers will be notified by email regarding the day they can pick up the seed. All other transportation, planting
costs and labor is to be borne by the producer and is not eligible for reimbursement.

Seed Available - The number of bags included is an upper estimate, it may be less based on your renovation needs. Each 
new applicant is eligible for up to $500 in seed. If funds remain, applicants that participated in 2018 are eligible for up to 
$250 in seed. 

Gaucho Bermuda up to 3 bags (recommended seeding rate 8 pounds to 12 pounds per acre)
MoJo Crabgrass up to 4 bags (recommended seeding rate 5 pounds to 8 pounds per acre)
TifQuick Bahiagrass 1 bag (recommended seeding rate 10 pounds to 20 pounds per acre)
Sorghum Sudan AS 6401 up to 8 bags (recommended seeding rate 20 pounds to 30 pounds per acre)
Millet Tifleaf 3 up to 7 bags (recommended seeding rate 15 pounds to 20 pounds per acre)

Eligible Counties - Alamance, Alleghany, Anson, Ashe, Avery, Beaufort, Bertie, Bladen, Brunswick, Buncombe, Burke,
Cabarrus, Caldwell, Carteret, Caswell, Chatham, Chowan, Columbus, Craven, Cumberland, Currituck, Dare, Davidson,
Davie, Duplin, Durham, Edgecombe, Forsyth, Franklin, Granville, Greene, Guilford, Halifax,
Harnett, Haywood, Henderson, Hertford, Hoke, Hyde, Iredell, Johnston, Jones, Lee, Lenoir, Madison, Martin, McDowell,
Mecklenburg, Montgomery, Moore, Nash, New Hanover, Northampton, Onslow, Orange, Pamlico, Pender, Person, Pitt,
Polk, Randolph, Richmond, Robeson, Rockingham, Rowan, Rutherford, Sampson, Scotland, Stanly, Stokes, Surry, Tyrrell,
Union, Vance, Wake, Warren, Washington, Watauga, Wayne, Wilkes, Wilson, Yadkin, Yancey

Producers are asked to submit an online application at www.ncsoilwater.org. The Foundation will begin accepting
applications Monday February 18, 2019 and close the application period at 9AM on March 17, 2019. Producers will be
notified by April 1, 2019 as to the status of their application. If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Lovejoy
with the Foundation at ncfswc@gmail.com or 919.510.4599.

http://www.ncfb.org/Florence-Relief-Fund/
http://www.ncsoilwater.org/
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STUDENTS WIN LOCAL CONTESTS, ADVANCE TO REGIONAL COMPETITION

3rd GRADE POSTER CONTEST
Juniper Wilkes– 1st Place (Nancy Reynolds Elem.)
Milly Craig – 2nd Place (Lawsonville Elem.)

4th GRADE POSTER CONTEST
Kamber Carico – 1st Place (Poplar Springs Elem.)
Emma Hernandez – 2nd Place (Poplar Springs Elem.)

5th GRADE POSTER CONTEST
Dustin Neal – 1st Place (London Elem.)
Sara Bingman – 2nd Place (London Elem.)

6th GRADE POSTER CONTEST
Lane Birchfield – 1st Place (SEMS)
Aubrey Oldson – 2nd Place (SEMS)

6th GRADE ESSAY CONTEST
Anabelle Haddox-Turner – 1st Place (SEMS)
Autumn York – 2nd Place (SEMS)

6th GRADE SLIDESHOW CONTEST
Anabelle Haddox-Turner – 1st Place (SEMS)
Abigail Chandler – 2nd Place (SEMS)

On November 1, 2018 the Stokes SWCD held its annual county-wide poster contest (for students in grades 3-6), essay
contest (for students in 6th grade) and this year we added the 6th grade slideshow contest and the 9th grade
computerized poster contest. The contest theme was “The Living Soil”. Congratulations to the following students who
placed - their entries will advance to the regional competition being held on March 21 in Yadkin Co.:

These students will be recognized and given awards at 
the Stokes Soil & Water Banquet on May 21.

Pictured to the right (left-hand column) – 1st place posters 
for each grade level; (right-hand column) – 2nd place 
posters for each grade level. ♦
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BOARD MEMBERS RECOGNIZED

COST SHARE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE

On October 18, 2018, Soil & Water Board Member, Marvin Cavanaugh,
received his 20 year service award from the NC Association of Soil & Water
Conservation Districts. Pictured to the left is Mr. Cavanaugh receiving his
award from Association President Dietrich Kilpatrick in Watauga Co.

On November 21, 2018, Willard Nelson retired from the Soil & Water Board
with 12 years of distinguished service. Pictured to the right is Chairman, James
Booth recognizing Mr. Nelson with a plaque for his dedicated service.
Congratulations to you both! ♦

If you have erosion problems or water quality issues on your farm, you may be eligible to receive cost share assistance
through the NC Agriculture Cost Share Program or the Environmental Quality Incentives Program. These voluntary
programs have proven successful in addressing agricultural non-point source pollution problems. Eligible participants
may receive up to 50-75% cost assistance on practices such as riparian buffer restoration, excluding livestock from
streams or ponds, installing alternative watering systems for livestock, heavy use area protection, converting cropland
to grass or trees, and long term no-till planting to name a few. Funding for these practices are allocated to our office
once a year, so start planning now if you have a need for approved best management practices on your farm. If you are
interested in applying for either of these programs, please call the Stokes SWCD office at 336-593-2846 ext. 3 for an
application and program information. Approval of applicants are based on highest need of water quality improvement.
Contracts must receive final approval before practices are installed. ♦


