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The Stokes Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) was organized
in July 1960 and encompasses an area of 458 square miles consisting
of 287,269 acres. The Stokes SWCD is a locally controlled, special
purpose governmental subdivision of the State of North Carolina and
is governed by a Board of Supervisors. The District Supervisors are
charged with the responsibility of promoting soil and water
conservation and establishing conservation programs in the county.
Members of the Board serve four year terms with three seats being
filled in the general election and two seats being appointed by the
North Carolina Soil and Water Conservation Commission.
Board meetings are open to the public and are held the third
Wednesday of each month at 9:00 a.m. in the Old Courthouse Office
Boardroom in Danbury.

Our Mission

The mission of the Stokes Soil & Water Conservation District is to
administer and support local, state and federal programs to the
community and to educate and disseminate information regarding the
preservation of our natural resources.

Board of Supervisors
Pictured to the right are the
Board of Supervisors (l to r):
Bob Lindsay, Marvin Cavanaugh,
James Booth, Johnny East,
Dowell Lester
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NC Agriculture Cost Share Program
The NC Agriculture Cost Share Program (NCACSP) is administered
by the Stokes SWCD to reduce non-point source pollution caused
by agriculture. In the 2021-22 fiscal year 6 contracts were
approved totaling $60,962 which included funds from NCACSP and
Impaired/Impacted. The following best management practices
were installed during the 2021-22 fiscal year:
Practices Installed
Livestock Watering Facilities…………… 3 units
Pipeline………………………………............. 512 linear ft.
Ag. Well………………………………………….. 1 units
Cropland Conversion to Grass………... 11 acres
Field Borders………………….………………. 1.08 acres
Grassed Waterways…........................ .91 acres
Total amount paid to landowners in FY 2021-22 = $22,342
The installation of the practices listed above affected 149.55 acres
by decreasing soil erosion and reducing the transport of valuable
nutrients resulting in a total of 1,197.25 pounds of nitrogen saved,
2.43 pounds of phosphorus saved, and 155.78 tons of soil saved.
Program spot checks for NCACSP, Community Conservation Assistance Program (CCAP), and AgWRAP are
conducted annually by randomly selecting a minimum of 5% from the active contract pool of each program.
On April 20, 2022 staff members along with Board Members visited 9 randomly selected sites and
performed spot checks of installed best management practices. Pictured above are best management
practices installed in the 2021-22 fiscal year; (top) is a livestock watering facility and heavy use area;
(bottom) is a grassed waterway.

Agricultural Water Resources
Assistance Program - AgWRAP
The Agricultural Water Resources Assistance Program (AgWRAP) is
a water quantity program that was authorized through Session
Law 2011-145. In the 2021-22 fiscal year 1 contract was approved
totaling $7,500. Pictured to the left is an ag. well installed through
AgWRAP in the 2021-22 program year.
Practices Installed
Ag. Well………………………………………..……………. 4 units
Total amount paid to landowners in FY 2021-22 = $37,333

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Programs
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the
Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) are administered by the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
representatives assigned to Stokes County. EQIP and CSP are
voluntary conservation programs that promote agricultural
production and environmental quality.
The following best
management practices were installed in Stokes County during the
2021-22 program year:

Pictured above is pasture and hay planting
installed through EQIP in the 2021-22
program year.

Practices Installed
Critical Area Planting……………………… 4.10 acres
Fence……………………………………………… 27,482 ft.
Pasture and Hay Planting ………………. 24 acres
Forage Harvest Management…………. 24 acres
Conservation Cover………………………… 10.20 acres
Livestock Pipeline (CARP*).…………….. 2 Payments
Total amount paid to landowners in PY 2021-22 = $ 73,811.93
*CARP = Coronavirus Agricultural Relief Payment

Water Point Certifications
The Stokes SWCD certifies water points for local fire departments,
at their request, through the Stokes County Fire Marshalls office.
These certification points are stream and pond sites where water
withdrawals can be safely obtained in the event of a fire. Soil &
Water staff must visit each site and determine water volume
capacity and recharge rates by taking flow measurements. Flow
measurements can be taken using the bucket and stopwatch
method, the float method, or by using a water meter. Once data is
collected a discharge calculation formula is used to determine the
water body’s volume capacity and it’s ability to recharge after a
withdrawal is made.
In the 2021-22 fiscal year staff certified 11 water point sites for 3
local fire departments.
Pictured to the left (bottom two): is NC Division of Soil & Water
Regional Coordinator, Rick McSwain, assisting staff in obtaining a
water point certification on Double Creek; (bottom) is staff member
McKayla Sawyers recording data needed for the certification.

Voluntary Agricultural District Program
The Stokes County Voluntary Agricultural Districts (VAD)
program promotes agricultural values and general welfare
of the county by increasing identity and pride in the
agricultural community and its way of life, encouraging the
economic and financial health of agriculture, and increasing
protection from non-farm development and other negative
impacts on properly managed farms. Members of the
2021-22 VAD Board are: Bob Lindsay, Carlton Jones, Nancy
Ridge, Sharon Hartman, Wesley Bowen, George Cutchins,
David McKinney.
The Stokes SWCD, along with the Cooperative Extension
Service, advises and provides administrative support to the
VAD Board. In the 2021-22 fiscal year a total of 10 new
parcels were added to the VAD program preserving an
additional 390.53 acres of farmland. There are currently
7,297.72 acres in the Stokes County VAD Program. Pictured
to the left (top): is a farm in Francisco enrolled in the VAD
Program; (bottom) is a farm in King enrolled in the VAD
Program.

Conservation Easements
The Stokes SWCD currently holds 3 conservation easements
consisting of approximately 18.21 acres along areas of the Dan
River and it’s tributaries in an effort to protect riparian buffers for
the benefit of water quality and to protect the river in its natural
state. These easements were inspected on June 13, 2022.
Pictured to the right: staff member McKayla Sawyers and summer
intern Anna Gibbons inspect one of the Stokes SWCD easements
located on Dan River at Pitzer – Dodgetown Rd. intersection.

Conservation Plans
The Stokes SWCD staff provides free technical assistance to
landowners, when requested, by completing conservation farm
plans that identify the landowners conservation objectives and
assesses and analyzes the natural resource issues on the land. In
the 2021-22 fiscal year, staff wrote 40 conservation farm plans.

Flood Control Structures – Watersheds
The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service has designed
and constructed 24 flood control structures in Stokes County over
the past 60 years. These structures provide flood control for
56,579 acres in the Town Fork Creek watershed area and 36,536
acres in the Little Yadkin watershed area. The Stokes Soil & Water
Conservation District is responsible for the maintenance of these
flood control structures which includes mowing, fertilizing, liming
and debris/brush removal on 75 acres.
In July and November of 2021 all dams and emergency spillways
on the 24 watershed structures were mowed. The Stokes SWCD
Board and office staff conducted annual watershed inspections on
November 17, 2021. During these inspections toe-drain pipes
were cleaned out, risers were checked for debris, and the front,
top and backside of dams were checked closely for any eroded
areas, leaks or scouring holes. Pictured to the left (top) is Board
Members Dowell Lester and Bob Lindsay along with staff member
McKayla Sawyers inspecting the plunge pool at TFC-15 watershed;
(bottom) is staff member McKayla Sawyers cleaning the drain
pipe at the plunge pool area at Town Fork Creek-7 watershed.
Both photos were taken during the 2021-22 annual inspections.

No-Till Seed Drill
During the 2021-22 fiscal year the Stokes SWCD no-till seed drill was
used to reseed 406 acres of hayland, pastureland, and wildlife
plantings in Stokes County. This is the most the drill has been used
within a fiscal year since the district received the equipment in 2008,
through a grant from the NC Foundation for Soil & Water Conservation.
Pictured to the right, the drill is being used to plant native warm season
grasses on a farm in Westfield.

Conservation Education
Each year the Stokes SWCD sponsors educational programs for all citizens of
Stokes County. These programs are intended to educate individuals on the
value of our natural resources. Programs offered to school age children follow
objectives as outlined in the NC Common Core Essential Standards. Listed
below are the educational programs conducted during the 2021-22 fiscal year.
(The 2021-22 poster, essay, slideshow, & computer-generated poster contest
themes were “Soil & Water…Yours For Life”.)
Educational Contests & Programs
Citizens Participating
Poster Contest (3rd-6th grades) ……………………………….……………. 68
Essay Contest (6th grade) ……………………………….……………………. 1
Slideshow Contest (6th grade) ……………………………….…………….. 8
Computer Generated Poster Contest (9th grade)…………………… 12
Environmental Awareness Days (see next page)……………………390
Resource Conservation Workshop (see next page)……………….. 1
Fence/Pasture/Forage Presentations……………………………………. 63
Conservation Planning Presentation……………………………………...27
Livestock Presentation…………………………………………………………..16
Career Fairs (Middle & High School) …………………………………….. 1,135

Awards Banquet
On May 12, 2022 the Stokes SWCD held it’s annual Awards Banquet
recognizing those who placed in the above mentioned contests as well as the
Resource Conservation Workshop student delegate and the Conservation
Farm Family of the Year. There were 68 people in attendance at the banquet.
Below is a list of contest award recipients:
3rd GRADE POSTER CONTEST
Edison Mabe (Germanton Elem.) – 1st Place
Silas Bowden (Germanton Elem.) – 2nd Place

6th GRADE SLIDESHOW CONTEST
Gireani Alvarez (PGMS) – 1st Place
Adalyn James (PGMS) – 2nd Place

4th GRADE POSTER CONTEST
Annie Mitchell (Germanton Elem.) – 1st Place
Adelynn Davis (Lawsonville Elem.) – 2nd Place

9th GRADE COMPUTER POSTER CONTEST
Carlee Grinnell (WSHS) – 1st Place
Julia Edwards (WSHS) – 2nd Place

5th GRADE POSTER CONTEST
Adela Monita (London Elem.) – 1st Place
Magaly Maldonado (London Elem.) – 2nd Place

Pictured above (top) are
several of the students who
placed in the 2021-22
contests. Pictured to the
right is the Conservation
Farm
Family
award
recipient for 2021-22 –
Sara Jo Durham of Durham
Farm in Pine Hall.

6th GRADE POSTER CONTEST
Tanner Thompson (SEMS) – 1st Place
6th GRADE ESSAY CONTEST
Seth Waller (SEMS) – 1st Place

Environmental Awareness Days

Each spring the Stokes SWCD sponsors Environmental
Awareness Days for 5th graders at Hanging Rock State Park
(HRSP). At this event students participate in individual 20
minute workshops at which time they learn about topics
such as soils, wildlife, forestry, weather, functions of the
human body, the water cycle, honeybees and plant and
animal ecosystems, all of which follow the NC Common
Core Essential Standards for 5th grade science. The 2021-22
Environmental Awareness Days event was held on April 2628, 2022 with 390 students and teachers participating.
Pictured to the left is the Weather Station at this year’s
event.

Resource Conservation Workshop

The Resource Conservation Workshop is a week long intensive
study and hands-on conservation workshop held on the campus of
NC State University each year for conservation-minded students in
grades 9-11. Each Soil & Water District in the state is allowed to
send at least one student representative to participate in the
workshop. The District’s select a student from a pool of applicants
and then registers them for the competition by paying the $425
registration fee and providing a $100 meal stipend. The Board
selected Hunter Smothers from South Stokes High School to
participate in the 2022 workshop being held June 26 – July 1.
Pictured to the right is Hunter Smothers being recognized at the
2022 Soil & Water Awards Banquet.

NW Envirothon Competition

The NW Envirothon is an environmental competition in which
middle and high school teams from the northwest section of the
state exercise their training and problem-solving skills by testing
in categories such as: soils/land use, aquatic ecology, forestry,
wildlife and current environmental issues. The teams, each
consisting of five students from participating schools, test as a
group. The top scoring teams at the regional competition
advance to the NC State Envirothon held each year in Alamance
County in April. Stokes SWCD staff handled registration for 17
high school and 29 middle school teams to participate in the 2022
NW Envirothon held in Wilkes County on April 24-25. A total of
301 students from across northwest NC participated in this year’s
event. Pictured to the right is the middle school wildlife station at
the 2022 NW Envirothon.

Public Outreach
The Stokes Soil & Water Conservation District produces
and mails a bi-annual newsletter to over 2,100 citizens
each year called “Soil & Water News”. In this publication
announcements are made regarding all conservation
programs offered and upcoming district events. The office
staff also submits informative articles on new innovative
conservation techniques, Farm Bill updates, and grants
that are available. Each newsletter is posted on the
district website (www.stokesswcd.org). This up-to-date
website introduces local board members, lists details of all
cost-share programs, lists all educational programs and
contests, answers frequently asked questions, presents
an up-to-date calendar of events, links, and office
contact information. The website has been in production since 2006 and continues to be a useful tool in
getting the conservation message to the public. Pictured above is the Stokes SWCD website homepage.
As another means of outreach, each fall the Stokes Soil & Water Conservation District displays a fair booth
at the Stokes County Agricultural Fair. The 2022 fair was held September 14-18. The district displayed a
table top display board at the fair titled “Helping People Help The Land”.

Volunteers
The Stokes SWCD would like to thank the many volunteers who donate their time each year to assist and
promote the conservation initiatives of the district office. In the 2021-22 fiscal year a total of 13 volunteers
worked with the Stokes SWCD totaling 54 hours served.

Thank You For Your Support
The Board of Supervisors and Staff of the Stokes Soil and Water Conservation District would like to extend
their sincere appreciation to all landowners, agencies and groups who cooperate and assist us in carrying
out conservation programs.
Stokes County Board of County Commissioners
NC Division of Soil and Water Conservation
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA Farm Service Agency
NC Forest Service
Stokes County Board of Education
Rocky Road Web Designs

North Carolina Department of Agriculture
NC Soil and Water Conservation Commission
NC Department of Environmental Quality
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
Stokes County Cooperative Extension
Hanging Rock State Park

